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Fair 2019

Registration due by July 30th. See details inside our newsletter.

Soil & Water Conservation Districts of Adams & Wells Counites are offering cost
share funding for Cover Crops & Gypsum. The cost share is $20 per acre or
75% of invoicing (whichever is less). The cap is 100 acres. Applying is easy:
1. Complete a 1-page application.
2. Submit FSA farm photo maps and soil test
(if applying for gypsum) with your
application.
3. Then your application is evaluated.
4. If application is approved, apply the BMP
and follow up by submitting supporting
invoices to SWCD.

Trip details:
•Wednesday, August 7, 2019 to Stone Lab at
Put-in-Bay, OH
•$20 per person: This covers the science cruise
on Lake Erie, island transportation, visit to the
OSU water quality lab, presentation by OSU
professor, lunch, chartered bus
transportation, ferry ride to/from island, and a
light supper.
One of Stone Lab’s research vessels.

Ohio State University-Island Campus
Established in 1895, Stone Laboratory is the
oldest freshwater biological field station in the
United States and the center of Ohio State
University’s teaching and research of Lake Erie.
The lab serves as a base for more than 65
researchers from 12 agencies and academic

•Bus will load at 5:45 a.m at Monroe & returns
approximately at 8:30 p.m.
•Snacks: You are able to bring snacks along with
you on the bus. However, no alcohol is
allowed on the trip.
•If you have any questions or to register, please
contact Adams County Soil & Water
Conservation District: 260-724-4124, ext. 3

institutions, all working year-round to solve the
most pressing problems facing the Great Lakes, such as invasive species and toxic algal blooms. This is your
opportunity to learn about some of the valuable programs and projects that are happening in the Western
Lake Erie Basin in which Adams County is located. This trip will provide you with a hands-on experience to
gain an understanding of how Best Management Practices can benefit your community. As well as, how
your support and promotion of these programs can benefit both the urban and agricultural environment. A
cruise on OSU’s research vessels will showcase the work that the scientists do on a daily basis in order to
determine the Lake’s viability.
Please clip and send in this form along with your payment to Adams County SWCD by July 30th to save your spot.
If paying with a check, make checks payable to: Adams Co. SWCD
Names of those attending August 7th, 2019 Stone Lab Bus Trip:
_____________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________
#_______of people attending X $20 each = $ _______________________ total.
Mail or bring completed form with payment to: Adams Co. SWCD, 975 S. 11 th St., Decatur, IN 46733

Pond Clinic
Date: Wednesday, September 18, 2019
Time: 4:00—7:00 p.m.
Pond location: Bellmont Pond
Corner of Hwy 224/Bellmont Rd & Stadium Drive
Decatur, Indiana
(Across from North Adams Community
Schools’ Administration Building:
625 Stadium Drive)

Fee: $5 registration
Send registration by 9/16 to:
Adams Co. SWCD

Algae, Weeds, and Cattails, oh my! Does your pond
need a little extra work to make it nicer? Does it
need a lot of work to get it in shape?

Come out to the Pond Clinic workshop to learn:
Biologist Tom Hughes, Jones Fish
Natural Resource Agent Brad Kohlhagen, Purdue Extension.

Come enjoy a light supper with us too.

Bring your lawn chair!

Name: _____________________________________________________
#______ attending x $5 = $ ___________________ enclosed
Address: ___________________________________________________
Phone: ________________Email:________________________________
Make checks payable to: Adams Co. SWCD Send rsvp to: 975 S. 11th Street,
Decatur, IN 46733 by September 16, 2019. Questions? 260-724-4124, ext. 3

FIELD DAY
Monday, September 16th
4:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M.

Adams & Wells Co.
Soil & Water
Conservation Districts

2422 W 700 S
Berne, IN 46711

July 2019
Victor Shelton, NRCS State Agronomist/Grazing Specialist

I find it hard to believe that it is already July. I was beginning to think we were stuck in April showers. I generally think of the 4th of July
as the beginning of the second half of summer, but this year it seems more like the beginning. There is also a limited amount of corn that
is knee-high. It’s an odd year, no one will argue with you about that.
There was finally a long enough break between rains for a lot of hay to get laid down in
most of the state. That didn’t mean there were not challenges getting it dried. Some soils
were so saturated that you would see wet tires cutting hay. When there is that much water
on the soil surface and upper horizon, it’s hard to dry hay. Cutting the hay just a bit higher
than normal and then tedding it can help. That little bit of extra height helps with air flow.
Pastures have also been a challenge. I’ve walked across several pastures recently that had
water literally standing on them. I’ve had some almost that saturated. Even with huge
amounts of forage present, anywhere cows traveled more than once, especially multiple
times, was subject to pugging. You generally don’t have to worry about pugging this time
of year. It’s always better to try and find something positive in a situation if at all possible,
or as my wife points out, “There’s no use complaining, when handed a bunch of lemons,
make lemonade.” In a very anecdotal thought, one might hope that with fast regrowth of
forages and their roots, compaction might be less of an issue and those divots can catch
runoff and forage seed which would have some value. In fields with a lot of forage present, carbon from the forages and anything else growing out there, when trampled into the
ground, is putting that excess material right at the soil surface where it can be broken down
quicker and help feed future forage.

Saturated soils with little cover create
opportunities for weeds and lost production.

I’ve been very tempted to hay some long-term grazing-only paddocks just to gain a little extra
control and to be able to squirrel away a little extra hay. It’s probably been over 20 years since some of these have been hayed and the
density, diversity of plants, soil organic matter, and yield has done nothing but increase. I couldn’t do it, I had to leave it be and walk the
talk. I don’t like moving nutrients out of a field, and because of the wet soils, I really didn’t want to get tractors out there adding even
more compaction. If it decided to turn dry, I would be disappointed in my decision. I’ll keep my hay fields, hay fields and pasture, pasture.
The one field that I was most tempted by was probably best left alone. It had extremely dense, heavy forage that would have been challenging to get dry, especially when it should’ve been cut, and I would have been sick if it was a wash. That field has yet to be grazed this
year. Ordinarily this would have created a quality issue and it would have to be grazed in a strip grazing fashion with more benefit to soil
health than livestock satisfaction. There is certainly more mature forage in that field than preferred, but there is also a huge amount of
very lush green forage beneath it that is still very good quality. The extended cooler weather (until lately) and the excess moisture has
maintained forage quality and animals grazing those forages show the benefits.
My wife mentioned recently that we should be appreciative for the excess forage. “We have more grass to stockpile and sure as shooting
we’re due a dry spell and we’ll be glad we have it.” She is right. I think she has been actually listening to me!
Keeping those animals moving is a good idea this summer, especially as wet as some fields still are. This is best done by strip grazing
across the fields allocating out enough to meet the livestock needs and, of course, to help maintain that solar panel. When grazing under
wet conditions, don’t concentrate the animals too much. Bigger allotments and less time spent on them is what is going to work the best.
Concentrating them too much or leaving them there too long will yield a field that looks more like it’s been plowed than grazed. Severely
damaged pastures from pugging or “plowing” by hooves, can really set back forage potential and open up the field for opportunist weeds,
most that you would not want to get a foot hold again such as cocklebur, prickly pigweed, and ragweed.
Back to hay. Quite a bit of early hay was not able to be cut when it was the best quality. That is a problem to some degree every year,
but more so this year because of the rain and wet conditions. With ample moisture, it should be a good year to fertilize those hay fields
after the first cutting to boost the quality and quantity of a possible second cutting. There may be a shortage of quality hay this year.
Hay certainly isn’t the only crop to struggle this year. Corn and soybean fields were late getting planted and some not at all. Prevented
planting acres can be planted to annuals and can serve several purposes. Those annuals will help deter weeds once established, help boost
soil health by keeping the soil covered with green growing plants, provide diversity, and maintain reduced soil disturbance if no-tilled
into the soil. Soil health can also be boosted by the integration of grazing livestock which some call the fifth soil health principle.
If you have crop insurance, you want to make sure to talk to your insurance agent or Risk Management Agency (RMA) prior to planting
or utilizing any cover crops or annuals planted on prevented planting acres. Only for 2019, RMA has moved the date from which cover
crops or annuals can be utilized for grazing or forage from November 1st to September 1st. This move is a great opportunity for producers

Grazing Bites continued…..
Summer annuals can be planted now and harvested or grazed after September 1 st. These can include sorghum-sudan, sudangrass, millets,
cowpeas, teff, and a few other summer annuals. Please note that some of these species have a short supply of seed this year. RMA has
recently opened up the possibility of cash crops to be used for summer cover crops, if desired. Consult your crop insurance agent before
doing anything. You do not want to jeopardize your crop insurance.
You may want to plan ahead and get fall seeded annuals planted early. Most of the common fall-seeded, cool season annuals can be
planted as soon as early August. It might also pay to have seed in your possession ahead of time. My favorite mix is still spring oats, a
brassica such as radish, rape, or turnips, and cereal rye. The oats will grow fast with ample moisture, yield well and can make some very
decent hay or grazing throughout the fall. The brassica is a nice component and readily consumed by most grazing livestock. The cereal
rye will come on stronger later and will overwinter and provide good cover for the next growing season and perhaps even some early
spring grazing if soil conditions are favorable. Other fall seeded options would include triticale, wheat, and barley. Crimson clover and
brassicas can be added to any of these.
If you have cover crops planned under the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), these can also be grazed or hayed as long
as the planned purpose(s) are not compromised, and the planned resource concern is met. Grazing or forage is not a primary purpose of
NRCS cover crops. Cover crops planted on prevented planting acres and EQIP cover crops can not be harvested for grain under any circumstances.
For more information about grazing or harvesting forage on EQIP funded cover crops, mixes and seeding rates for prevented planting
options, contact your local NRCS office.
Keep a positive attitude and keep on grazing!
Shelton

ISDA Programs Available
Free Soil Sampling and Manure Sampling
•Soil Sampling includes pastures
•Watersheds include Blue Creek, Gales Ditch, Headwaters Blue
Creek, Little Blue Creek, Martz Creek, and Nickelsen Creek, in
the St. Marys Watershed and Brown Ditch-Flatrock Creek in the Auglaize Watershed.

Auglaize Watershed Cost-share Program
•The whole Indiana Portion of Auglaize Watershed
•Program Options include: Cover Crops, Equipment Modification
(Sediment, Nutrient Management, or Pesticide), Gypsum
Application, Blind Inlets, Drainage Water Management, Filter
Strips/Stream Buffer, Hay/Pasture Plantings, and many more.

If you have questions or
want to sign up for either
program, contact Lindsey
Bluhm at (260) 210-2477.

Indiana State Department of Agriculture
received financial support from the Great
Lakes Commission and Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative for these projects

Invasive Terrestrial Plant Rule: What You Need to Know
The Terrestrial Plant Rule (312 IAC 18-3-25) designates 44 species
of plants as invasive pests. The rule makes it illegal to sell, gift,
barter, exchange, distribute, transport or introduce these
plants in the State of Indiana.
Effective April 18, 2019, it is illegal to introduce plant species on the
list not already found in Indiana. Species on the list that are already
in the state will be prohibited for sale, trade, distribution, barter, gift
exchange, transportation or introduction in one year, April 18, 2020.
This time allows nurseries to sell-down their stock. This component
of the rule should minimize economic loss to nurseries that grow
and/or sell the few commercially available species on the list.

What are invasive species? What damage do they cause? An
invasive species is defined as a species that is 1) non-native to the
ecosystem under consideration and 2) whose introduction causes or
is likely to cause economic or environmental harm or harm to
human health.
Invasive species change their habitats by outcompeting native
species for the resources necessary for survival. They degrade
natural habitats, cause a loss of diversity and can have a negative
effect on property values, agricultural yields, public utilities,
recreation, and tourism.

List of prohibited invasive terrestrial plants includes:
(1) Achyranthes japonica (Japanese chaff flower)

(16) Dioscorea polystachya (oppositifolia) (Chinese yam)

(31) Lonicera tatarica (Tatarian honeysuckle)

(2) Ailanthus altissima (tree of heaven)

(17) Dipsacus fullonum (common teasel)

(32) Lonicera x bella (Bell’s honeysuckle)

(3) Alliaria petiolata (garlic mustard)

(18) Dipsacus laciniatus (cut-leaved teasel)

(33) Microstegium vimineum (Japanese stiltgrass)

(4) Alnus glutinosa (black alder)

(19) Elaeagnus umbellata (autumn olive)

(34) Morus alba (white mulberry)

(5) Artemisia vulgaris (mugwort)

(20) Euonymus fortunei (wintercreeper)

(35) Phalaris arundinacea (reed canarygrass)

(6) Arthraxon hispidus (small carpgrass)

(21) Euphorbia esula (leafy spurge)

(36) Phellodendron amurense (Amur cork tree)

(7) Berberis thunbergii (Japanese barberry)

(22) Frangula alnus (glossy buckthorn)

(37) Phragmites australis subspecies australis (common
reed)

(23) Hesperis matronalis (dame’s rocket)
(8) Carduus acanthoides (spiny plumeless thistle)

(38) Polygonum perfoliatum (mile-a-minute vine)
(24) Humulus japonicus (Japanese hops)

(9) Carduus nutans (musk thistle)

(39) Reynoutria japonica (Japanese knotweed)
(25) Lepidium latifolium (pepperweed)

(10) Celastrus orbiculatus (Asian bittersweet)

(40) Reynoutria sachalinensis (giant knotweed)
(26) Lespedeza cuneata (sericea lespedeza)

(11) Centaurea stoebe (spotted knapweed)

(41) Reynoutria x bohemica (Bohemian knotweed)
(27) Ligustrum obtusifolium (blunt-leaved privet)

(12) Cirsium vulgare (bull thistle)

(42) Rhamnus cathartica (common buckthorn)
(28) Lonicera japonica (Japanese honeysuckle)

(13) Conium maculatum (poison hemlock)

(43) Vincetoxicum nigrum (black swallow-wort)
(29) Lonicera maacki (Amur honeysuckle)

(14) Convolvulus arvensis (field bindweed)

(44) Vincetoxicum rossicum (pale swallow-wort)
(30) Lonicera morrowii (Morrow’s honeysuckle)

(15) Coronilla varia (crown vetch)

For Rent
BETTERWAY HI-BOY SEED
SPREADER
•

Pulls with a single horse

•

Broadcast cover crops

•

$4 an acre/$40 min.

Land Pride 706NT Series
No-till Compact Drill 7’ Width
•

10 rows, 7.5” row spacing,
2x13 single press wheels

•

5/8” turbo coulters, standard
tongue, clevis hitch

•

2 Seed Boxes

•

$8 an acre/$50 min

Betterway Hi-Boy Seed Spreader

Salford 522 Air Drill


30 ‘ wide



Capable of seeding cover
crops and injecting dry
fertilizer in the same pass.



Provided by collaboration of
Adams SWCD and Allen
SWCD.



Go to Adams Co. SWCD
Facebook page for mini
video about information on
Salford drill.



The regular rental price is
$30. This includes drill,
tractor, & operator.
SPECIAL RATE: $16/acre
or $15/acre if the invoice is
paid within 10 days.

Land Pride No-till Drill

Salford 522 Air Drill

Cover Crop Decision Tools for Prevented Plant Acres - 2019
Producers should consult with their crop insurance agent and/or RMA on ALL crop insurance decisions. The following
table and information is meant only to list potentially applicable information in the decision making process, especially as it
relates to the option of planting cover crops on prevented plant acres.

Table taken from: RMA News Room: Frequently Asked Questions

Definitions:
FPD: Final Planting Date. Figures 1 (June 5 for Indiana corn) and 2
(June 20 for Indiana soybeans).

LPP: Late Planting Period. The late planting period extends for 20
days after the final planting date https://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/
apps/MapViewer/index.html

Excessive spring rains have resulted in flooding and prolonged wet, saturated field conditions
and many fields will go unplanted this year. Farmers will need to weigh their options on their
prevented plant fields and do their best to protect them during the rest of the growing season
with the goal to rebuild soil functions that have been lost.
Planting cover crops in prevented plant fields is an excellent alternative to leaving the field
bare for the growing season. Cover crops have the potential to:
•
•

control
erosion
Control
erosion
scavenge unused nitrogen from the field

Scavenge unused nitrogen from the field

•

Add plant diversity

•

Build rotational yield potential for following
crops

•

Improve soil health and biology during the
remainder of the season

•

Break pest cycles

build soil organic matter
•

Build soil organic matter

improve nutrient cycling

• fix
Improve
cycling
nitrogennutrient
for the next
growing season

weeds
• control
Fix nitrogen
•

for the next growing season

Control weeds

Signed up with NRCS, now what?
Due to the weather issues this spring Indiana NRCS has provided variances to
some of their practice standards and program guidance for 2019 NRCS
Program Practices. These include the allowance to mechanically harvest cover
crops for feed or straw any time after 6/1/2019. The variances do not allow
mechanical harvest of cover crops for seed or grain production. If you intend to
mechanically harvest your cover crops it is very important you speak with the
Crop Insurance Agent to ensure you are following your insurance policy if
you have taken preventive plant acreage.
An additional variance has been granted to Indiana NRCS cover crop standard
and program guidance to allow Oats and/or Radishes to be seed anytime after
7/1/2019 to meet Indiana Programs Policy.

Environmental Quality
Incentives Program
What is the Environmental
Quality Incentives Program?
The Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP) assists farm, ranch, and
forest production and improves and protects
environmental quality. The Farm Bill program
offers financial and technical assistance
to help agricultural producers voluntarily
implement conservation practices that keep
lands healthy and productive.

The Plan
The Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) assists applicants with developing
conservation plans for EQIP enrollment.
Plans include conservation practices that
meet NRCS’ standards and the applicant’s
objectives.
Applications are ranked based on the level of
conservation benefits that will be achieved in
meeting those objectives.

The Professionals

EQIP applications are accepted throughout
the year. Cutoff dates are scheduled to
allow for current year ranking and selection
of applications for funding. State and local
ranking criteria are developed considering
annual stakeholder advice.
Visit the website below to review current EQIP
cutoff dates, eligibility information, and special
initiative opportunities.

Something for Everyone
EQIP offers assistance for all types of
agriculture, including:

•

Conventional and specialty crops

•

Forestry and wildlife

•
•

Historically underservedfarmers*
Livestock operations

*Special payment rates available for farmers who qualify
under beginning, economically and socially disadvantaged
criteria. Special provisions apply to qualifying veterans.

Some of the EligiblePractices
•

Buffer strips

•

Contour strip cropping

•

Cover crops

Our technical assistance is one-on-one,
personalized advice and support — and is
offered free of charge.

•

Critical area plantings

•

Erosion control

•

Grassed waterways

Eligibility

•

Grazing management

Farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners who
own or rent agricultural land are eligible. EQIP
offers payments for over 100 conservation
practices to help all types of farmers and
landowners.

•

Livestock water systems

•

Manure management systems including
storage structures and barnyard runoff
protection

•

Nutrient management

How to Apply

•

Pollinator and wildlife habitat

Landowners or agricultural producers may
apply by contacting their local USDA service
center in the county in which the land is located.

•

Stream exclusion

NRCS offers expert analysis and
recommendations to help you plan and design
conservation improvements for your farm.

For more information about EQIP,visit:
www.nrcs.usda.gov/EQIP

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

EQIP Factsheet • October 2018

nrcs.usda.gov/

Nominations Open for the 2019 County Committee Elections

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages all farmers, ranchers, and
FSA program participants to take part in the Adams County Committee election nomination process.
FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots input
and local administration of federal farm programs.
Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision making and farm program delivery process.
A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas (LAA). Each
member serves a three-year term. One-third of the seats on these committees are open for election each year.
County committees may have an appointed advisor to further represent the local interests of underserved farmers
and ranchers. Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority farmers and ranchers and landowners and/or operators who have limited resources.
All nomination forms for the 2019 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA service center by
Aug. 1, 2019. For more information on FSA county committee elections and appointments, refer to the FSA fact
sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member available online at: fsa.usda.gov/elections.

New Dairy Margin Coverage Signup Underway

Signup began June 17 for the new Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program, the cornerstone program of the dairy
safety net that helps dairy producers manage the volatility of milk and feed prices, operated by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA).
The 2018 Farm Bill allowed USDA to construct the new DMC, which replaces the Margin Protection Program for Dairy (MPP-Dairy). This
new program offers protection to dairy producers when the difference between the all-milk price and the average feed cost (the margin)
falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer.
The program provides coverage retroactive to January 1, 2019, with applicable payments following soon after enrollment. At the time of
signup, dairy producers can choose between the $4.00 to $9.50 coverage levels. Learn more about coverage levels and premiums.
The Farm Bill also allows producers who participated in MPP-Dairy from 2014-2017 to receive a repayment or credit for part of the premiums paid into the program. FSA has been providing premium reimbursements to producers since last month and those that elect the
75 percent credit option will now have that credit applied toward 2019 DMC premiums.
The Department has built in a 50 percent blend of premium and supreme alfalfa hay prices with the alfalfa hay price used under the prior
dairy program to provide a total feed cost that more closely aligns with hay rations used by many producers. At a milk margin minus feed
cost of $9.50 or less, payments are possible. With the 50 percent hay blend, FSA’s revised April 2019 income over feed cost margin is
$8.82 per hundredweight (cwt). The revised margins for January, February and March are, respectively, $7.71, $7.91 and $8.66 – triggering DMC payments for each month.
DMC payments will be reduced by 6.2 percent in 2019 because of a sequester order required by Congress and issued in accordance
with the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.
DMC offers catastrophic coverage at no cost to the producer, other than an annual $100 administrative fee. Producers can opt for greater coverage levels for a premium in addition to the administrative fee. Operations owned by limited resource, beginning, socially disadvantaged or veteran farmers and ranchers may be eligible for a waiver on administrative fees. Producers have the choice to lock in coverage levels until 2023 and receive a 25-percent discount on their DMC premiums.
To assist producers in making coverage elections, USDA partnered with the University of Wisconsin to develop a DMC decision support
tool, which can be used to evaluate various scenarios using different coverage levels through DMC.
All dairy operations in the United States are eligible for the DMC program. An operation can be run either by a single producer or multiple producers who commercially produce and market cows’ milk.
Eligible dairy operations must have a production history determined by FSA. For most operations, production history is based on the
highest milk production in 2011, 2012 and 2013. Newer dairy operations have other options for determining production history. Producers may contact their local FSA office to get their verified production history.
Dairy producers also are reminded that 2018 Farm Bill provisions allow for dairy operation to participate in both FSA’s DMC program
and the Risk Management Agency’s Livestock Gross Margin (LGM-Dairy) program. There are also no restrictions from participating in
DMC in conjunction with any other RMA insurance products.
For more information, visit farmers.gov DMC webpage or contact your local USDA service center. To locate your local FSA office, visit
farmers.gov/service-locator.
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