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RSVP is appreciated to:
260-424-5848, ext. 3
by March 1st

Tour

Tour Date: Monday, March 18, 2019
Time:

9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Includes: Tour of A&L Great Lakes Laboratories &
Q/A with an Agronomist from A&L
RSVP:

By March 15 call 260-724-4124, ext. 3 or
e-mail Sandy.Voglewede@in.nacdnet.net

Free Event. Limited space.
Contact Adams County SWCD to save your spot.

February 2019
Victor Shelton, NRCS State Agronomist/Grazing Specialist

I wasn’t going to talk about the weather in this issue. I will say though, that I believe most livestock producers are really
appreciating any rock pads that they have built. It’s one thing to have snow on top of ice, but in much of the state, that was over the
top of mud. I also was a bit envious of the northern portion of the state that I’ve referred to before as being in semi permafrost, until
the polar vortex hit.
I really don’t mind mud occasionally, it’s certainly expected in the livestock business,
but not for weeks or months on end. Most producers are done grazing for the winter or
their pasture wishes they were done. The impact of a bunch of cows on water saturated
soils can be quite disturbing, no pun intended.
Areas with heavy vegetation from stockpiled forage are also barely able to hold up, even
moving animals every day. If there is not much vegetation left, then the chance of it
being “plowed” is inevitable.
The forage residual acts like a buffer up to a point. When there is a lot of plant material
present on the soil surface and livestock create divots in the sod and soil, the hooves
move some vegetative matter into the soil. I’d like to think that there might be
something positive about that.
Heavy forage cover helps to reduce negative

Think about this; divots in the soil with copious amounts of decaying plants jammed in
impact on soils. (Photo: Chris Hollen)
them. If there is sufficient nitrogen in the system, then this material could break down
into useful organic matter, and if soil life is present (fungi, bacteria, worms, etc.) then it will make use of this material and even pull
some of it into the soil profile. This certainly could speed up the process of conversion of above-ground nutrition for plant and
terrestrial life use. Normally, root growth and turnover have more impact on increasing soil organic matter.
Second, I wonder if there is any possible benefit of the divot itself. Talk about thinking way outside the box! Besides possibly
helping to speed up any deposited plant material on the soil surface, if the soil is presently aggregated and functioning properly, and
there is a normal freezing and thawing processes, then these divots could help increase water infiltration and reduce runoff in the
long run. There are a lot of ifs in that statement, but it’s still worth the effort to try to make lemonade out of lemons. Of course, I
would never do this on purpose. If there is little vegetation present, then most likely, you don’t have good soil aggregates present
and more likely compacted soil. This is quite often the fact on overgrazed sites, especially on continuously grazed pastures.
The other possible positive attribute might be the creation of an improved environment for frost-seeding legumes into the stand.
Severely damaged fields will probably require more TLC, if not total renovation in some cases. I think it is important that we limit
the amount of damage whenever possible. The livestock must be somewhere over winter, especially after all grazing is done. It is
best to limit that to only one field to limit the damage. The establishment of good pasture is not cheap. It’s also best to not use the
same field for overwintering every year or that field will most likely become a weedy mess due to the loss of desirable species.

I was asked recently about temporary or summer cover for overwintering areas. Overwintering areas, especially because of winter
feeding, tractor tracks, a lot of disturbance, and an overabundance of nutrients and organic material are often a mess once the
growing season starts up again. I’ll address how to handle these areas and what to seed on them in March or April but for now I want
to point out that these areas should always be a good distance from any water body. You need to keep at least a two hundred-foot
buffer between winter feeding areas and streams, creeks, ponds, or any other water body. That two-hundred-foot buffer should also
be left year-round with good vegetation on it to help filter out sediment and nutrients. Heavily disturbed pastures should also be
buffered, but usually require less of a buffer since they usually still are capable of some filtering. Standing in the field should give
you some good insight as to what is happening and where.
The impact on these wet soils is also somewhat dependent on the animals present. Small ruminants, such as sheep or goats, don’t do
quite as much damage due to size. Surprisingly for some, their little hooves seem to do more compacting sometimes than larger
grazing ruminants. Smaller sized cattle certainly have less impact than heavier cattle. It’s best not start down that rabbit hole today,
but cattle size is a good topic.
Back to where I started, mud is certainly worse around feeding, watering, and other concentrated areas, so most producers could
benefit from having some heavy use area pads for winter use, especially when the ground stays wet and is not frozen. These are
fairly simple and economical practices to construct.
Start by leveling the area. Remove excess organic matter, manure, and top soil if necessary, to get a firm foundation to build on.
Geo-textile fabric is laid down first, followed by crushed limestone, usually #53’s, which is applied 6-8 inches deep depending on the
site and conditions. Finish it with a couple inches of lime. The lime makes it easier to scrape and/or clean later and a little lime
spread out on the field or pasture certainly won’t hurt anything.
Article continued onto next page….

Manure Management Workshops
March 14, 2019 @ 7:00 P.M. - 8:30 P.M.
Location: Phil Eicher, 1755 E 650 S, Berne, IN 46711
Guest presenter: Stacy Herr—Indiana Pork Producers

Topics: Nutrients; Community Emergency Lagoon;
Soil & Manure Testing; Discount Cover Crops;
Record Keeping; Best Time to Spread Manure

Do you have livestock? This meeting will be beneficial to you.
Future Workshop Dates coming soon for April 2019.

Grazing Bites by Victor Shelton (Continued)

These pads supply a firm well drained area for feeding hay in rings, feeding silage in bunkers and for areas around watering
tanks. Similar designs can also be used for concentrated walking areas and lanes. If you happen to be on softer or wetter soils,
then a layer of #2 lime stone could be laid underneath for a firmer base.
Mud increases stress for both humans and the livestock. Mud increases energy requirements and at the same time can decrease
intake. Mud can also tend to increase disease problems. Bottom line is mud can cost you big bucks!
Rock and geo-textile fabric is cheaper than concrete and requires less maintenance than rock alone. These feed pads can also
be placed right along the outside fence line, adjacent to a road or drive. In this way, the silage, grain, or hay can easily be fed
without entering the field with the tractor.
Heavy use protection areas are cost-sharable practices available through several USDA programs. Contact your local Soil and
Water Conservation office for more information.
Keep warm, dry, and don’t lose your boots in the mud with the next thaw and we’ll look forward to “keep on grazing!”

Natural Resources Conservation Service ~ Helping People Help the Land
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

For Rent
BETTERWAY HI-BOY SEED
SPREADER
•

Pulls with a single horse

•

Broadcast cover crops

•

$4 an acre/$40 min.

Land Pride 706NT Series
No-till Compact Drill 7’ Width
•

10 rows, 7.5” row spacing,
2x13 single press wheels

•

5/8” turbo coulters, standard
tongue, clevis hitch

•

2 Seed Boxes

•

$8 an acre/$50 min

Betterway Hi-Boy Seed Spreader

Salford 522 Air Drill


30 ‘ wide



Capable of seeding cover
crops and injecting dry
fertilizer in the same pass.



Provided by collaboration of
Adams SWCD and Allen
SWCD.



Go to Adams Co. SWCD
Facebook page for mini
video about information on
Salford drill.



The regular rental price is
$30. This includes drill,
tractor, & operator.
SPECIAL RATE: $16/acre
or $15/acre if the invoice is
paid within 10 days.

Land Pride No-till Drill

Salford 522 Air Drill
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